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1. Purpose 
 
The purpose of Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools (NIS) assessments is to provide an 

objective summative measure of the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired by a learner. 
The examinations will be rigorously and securely administered to international standards. 

 
1.1 Relationship with International Standards 

 
Grade 10 External Summative Assessment on “English” is developed in accordance with 

International standards of IGCSE. 
 

1.2 Relationship with Subject Programme 
 
Grade 10 External Summative Assessment is designed on the content of AEO “Nazarbayev 

Intellectual Schools” – NIS-Programme for grades 9 and 10. The level of knowledge and abilities 
as well as skills of students is defined by the learning outcomes found within the Subject 
Programme on “English” 

 
1.3 Relationship with the Criteria-based Assessment Model (CBAM) 

 
This External Summative Assessment forms one part of the Criteria-based Assessment 

Model which also consists of Formative Assessment and Internal Summative Assessment. 

 

The Assessment Objectives for this test reflect the content of the Subject 
Programme and as such reflect the Learning Objectives shown in these documents. 

 
2. Assessment overview 

 
Paper 1: Listening 
Maximum mark: 25 

Duration: 40 minutes 

Learners listen to different authentic texts in the form of monologues and dialogues 
given as individual talks, interviews, conversations, recorded on a CD and played in the 
examination room. 

Learners extract the main ideas and specific information in an unsupported 5-minute 
extended talk and two conversations lasting 2-3 minutes each. The extracts are presented 
by a wide range of general and curricular topics, presented in the form of answerphones / 
freephone messages, instructions, news, reports, talks, stories, radio plays, interviews, 
discussions. 

Learners answer questions of different types: multiple choice, multiple matching,
sentence  completion, gap filling in tables or charts, true / false questions. 

Every recording is played twice: the first is played with pauses, the second – 
without pauses. Dictionaries may not be used at the examination. 

31% of total marks 

External Summative 
Assessment 

Internal Summative 
Assessment 

Formative 
Assessment 

 
Criteria-based Assessment Model 
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Paper 2: Reading & writing 
Maximum mark: 55 
Part A (reading): 25 
Part B (writing): 30 
 

Duration: 1 hour 50 minutes 
Part A: 1 hour 
Part B: 50 minutes 

Part A. Learners read three passages and perform tasks. The volume of the 
passages will be different – 450, 350 and 200 words. Dictionaries may not be used in 
the examination. 

 
Learners will read texts and answer a series of questions testing skim-/gist-reading 

skills, requiring short (single word/phrase) answers, based on the texts of the following 
types: advertisement, brochure, leaflet, guide, report, manual, instructions, newspaper 
/magazine article. 

 
The questions will be of different types: comprehension questions, table completion,

YES / NO / NOT GIVEN questions, multiple matching, choosing titles for paragraphs. 
Learners should answer a series of questions which test their understanding of the 
main and detailed information from the texts given. 

Part B. Learners are required to write approximately 180–220 words of continuous 
prose in response to a short stimulus (which may take the form of pictures) and/or short 
prompts given in the paper. 

The written response should be given in the form of an article, a discursive essay, 
a short story, or a report. 

Learners will choose for writing one topic out of three suggested. 
 
Dictionaries may not be used at the examination. 
69% of total marks 

 
2.1 Assessment Objectives 

 
AO1 Communicative competence 

 
Learners should be able to: 

• understand spoken language and general information when listening 
to a range of media including TV, radio and Internet sites; 

• understand opinions and views when performing a listening or a reading 
task; 

• identify the writer’s argument and opinion; 

• deduce the meaning of unknown words from the context before reading 
an appropriate text type for detail; 

• manage the entire writing process including brainstorming, planning, 
outlining, drafting, editing, revising and proofreading a written text. 

AO2 Language competence 
 
Learners should be able to: 

• convey their own ideas and thoughts using a good lexical range and a 
variety of language with a generally high degree of accuracy; 
• create texts of different styles and types, following the grammatical rules 

and using 
linguistic techniques appropriate to the given communicative situation. 
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AO3 Intercultural competence and knowledge of modern society 
 
Learners should be able to: 

• understand and express their views on social and intercultural issues; 
• demonstrate their knowledge of national culture, English speaking 

countries’ culture and modern society. 

 
3. Description of papers 

 
Learners are supposed to take two papers in Listening, Reading and Writing according to the 

NIS-Programme requirements for Grades 9 and 10. 
Paper 1: Listening assesses the learners’ skills in listening comprehension to understand the 

main and specific information in an unsupported extended talk and short conversations. 
Paper 2 consists of two parts: reading and writing.  
Part A: reading assesses learners’ ability to work with texts, find appropriate information, 

analyse and answer questions using the information from the texts read. 
Part B: writing paper assesses learners’ ability to write coherently and cohesively using a 

variety of complex grammar structures and topic vocabulary on a given type of writing, express and 
prove their opinion. 

 
3.1 Paper 1: Listening 

 
All learners of Grade 10 take the Listening paper together as a whole group in one prepared 

room if it is possible. In case of a large number of students they may be divided into groups of 25-
30 to pass the paper in several examination rooms. CPM will provide the school with the 
necessary number of CD disks. 

The following types of texts will be used in the Listening paper: answerphone / freephone 
conversations, instructions, lectures, news, reports, stories, radio plays, interviews, or 
discussions. 

Invigilators hand out the exam papers and give instructions. 
Learners will have five minutes to look through the paper and read the questions. All 

listening material will be played twice with appropriate pauses to write answers on the recording. 
The listening paper is 40 minutes length and there are 25 questions. There are three 

sections, where the first includes either five short talks or short dialogues, each lasting for two 
minutes; the second section presents a long speech lasting for five minutes; the third section 
contains a dialogue of five minutes length. 

Learners are not allowed to leave the room while the recording is played. 
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Assessment 
objectives 

Available 
marks 

Description 

AO1 AO2 AO3 25 Learners understand the spoken language at a normal 
speed, listen to answerphone / freephone messages, 
instructions, lectures, news, reports, talks, stories, radio 
plays, interviews, discussions, chats and quizzes and 
respond the questions by performing the tasks as multiple 
choice, multiple matching, sentence completion, gap filling in 
tables or charts, true / false questions. 

 
3.2 Paper 2. Part A: Reading and Part B: Writing 

 
Part A. The Reading Part can be undertaken in the same room where Listening 

paper has been held. Learners are given one hour to read three passages and answer 
25 questions overall. The tasks in the Part A tests learners’ ability to understand the gist, 
main ideas and details of the text read, follow the text structure, deduce the meaning, and 
select specific information. Dictionaries may not be used. 

 

Assessment 
objectives 

Available 
marks 

Description 

AO1 

 AO2  

AO3 

25 There will be three passages which totally do not 
exceed 1000 words and 25 questions as table completion, 
YES, NO, NOT GIVEN, multiple matching, comprehension 
questions, choosing titles for texts. 

The types of texts may be the following: an 
advertisement, a brochure, a leaflet, a guide, a report, a 
manual, instructions, a newspaper or a magazine article. 

 
Part B. The Writing part is 50 minutes long, and learners should produce 180-220 words. 

Learners are expected to write one of the following: an article, a short story, a report (on a visited 
event or a news report), or a discursive essay. Learners should know the stages of writing in 
accordance with styles and genres. Learners should be able to write the following types of a 
discursive essay as For and Against, Opinion Essay and Problem Solution Essay. Dictionaries may 
not be used. 

 

Assessment 
objectives 

Available 
marks 

Description 

AO1 

 AO2  

AO3 

30 Learners are expected to write 180-220 words on a given 
topic and an appropriate style of writing. 
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3.3 Balance of marks 
 
The balance of marks for each paper and the assessment is shown in the table 

below. 
 

 Paper 1: 
Listening 

 
Paper 2: Reading 
and Writing 

Total 

Part A Part B 

AO1 10 10 15 35 

AO2 10 10 10 30 

AO3 5 5 5 15 

Total Contribution 25 25 30 80 
 
At Grade 10 the skills shown in AO1 and AO2 are equally important and relevant 

for the learners studying English at this level. 
 

3.4 Language of assessment 
 
The language of assessment is English. 
 

4. Administration 
 
The assessments will be administrated by NIS teachers and CPM subject specialists under 

strict examination conditions set down in the NIS Administrative Instructions. 
 

5. Marking 
 
Mark schemes are developed alongside the question papers are designed. 
 
Learners’ examination scripts will be marked centrally by AEO Nazarbayev Intellectual 

Schools. Expert examiners will mark the paper scripts performed by learners. This will normally 
involve the subject expertise and two years’ recent and relevant teaching experience. Examiners 
will receive appropriate training to enable them to carry out their duties. 

 
Examiners will understand the mark scheme, be familiar with the examples of the mark 

scheme application and be able to use the illustrated principles. If more than one examiner is 
required, marking will be standardised to ensure everyone is applying the mark scheme in the 
same way and a trial marking will be submitted for evaluation. Examiners will also be trained in 
the required administrative procedures and the ways in which they are to indicate and justify their 
marking. Examiners may not submit marks unless the standardisation process is completed. 

 
All examiners use the same version of the mark scheme that is finalised during the 

standardisation process. 
 
Checking external examiners’ work will be sufficiently extensive and frequent to pick up 

errors or deviations from the normal application of the mark scheme. 
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6. Grading process 
 

The results of the assessment will be reported in the form of a grade for each syllabus 
examined. The grades will be A*, A, B, C, D and E, where A* is the highest grade and E is the 
lowest passing grade. 

 
Grade U (‘ungraded’) will not represent a pass in a syllabus. 
 
A learner’s grade will be calculated directly from the total of the marks on the papers 
taken. 

 
7. Grade descriptions 
 

Key Grade Descriptions are provided to give a general indication of the standards of 
achievement likely to have been shown by learners awarded particular grades. The grade 
awarded will depend practically upon the extent to which the learner has met the assessment 
objectives overall. Shortcomings in some aspects of a learner’s performance in the examination 
may be balanced by a better performance in others. 
 

Grade Grade Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade A 

Student can 
• understand the main idea, specific and detailed information, contrasting 

arguments, the author’s opinion and attitude, cause and effect relationships, 
draw conclusions in specialized articles outside his/her field; 

• read and understand longer functional texts (menus, timetables, leaflets, 
newspaper reports and magazine articles on contemporary problems, personal 
letters that describe events, feelings and wishes) and understand complex 
instructions on some unfamiliar topics; 

• recognize typical features at word, sentence and text level in a wide range of 
written genres; 

• have a broad active reading vocabulary, but may experience some difficulty 
with low-frequency idioms; 

• understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex speech 
on concrete and abstract topics delivered in standard speech, including 
technical specific discussions; 

• understand standard spoken language, live or broadcast on a wide range of 
curricular, general and unfamiliar topics normally encountered in personal, 
social, academic or vocational life; 

• use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and professional 
purposes; 

• produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing 
controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices; 

• write straightforward connected texts on a range of familiar subjects within 
his/her field of interest, by linking a series of shorter discrete elements into a 
linear sequence; 

• write clear, detailed texts on a variety of subjects related to his/her field
of interest, synthesising and evaluating information and arguments from a
number of sources. 
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Grade C 

Student can 
• understand the main idea, specific and detailed information, arguments, the 

author’s opinion and attitude, deduce meaning from the context and draw main 
conclusions in texts on familiar, general and curricular topics; 

• read and understand functional texts (schemes, plans, timetables, leaflets, 
newspaper reports and magazine articles on contemporary problems, personal 
letters that describe events, feelings and wishes) including straightforward 
instructions; 

• recognize typical features at word, sentence and text level in a wide range of 
written genres. 

• understand the main points in clearly articulated speech and recognize 
arguments on a range of curricular and general topics; 

• understand specific information, including details in an argument on a variety 
of curricular and familiar topics, provided speech is clearly articulated in a 
generally familiar accent; 

• draw conclusions and deduce meaning from the context on a range of general 
/ specific and curricular topics. Learner can recognize the speaker’s opinion 
and feelings in clear standard speech and narratives on general and curricular 
topics, including a limited range of unfamiliar ones; 

• describe events, write an extended story with details and express feelings and 
opinions, give detailed accounts of experiences, describing feelings and 
reactions in an understandable way using formal and informal register on a 
growing range of familiar and general topics with some support; 

• react by explaining and justifying own point of view using a range of subject- 
specific vocabulary and some complex grammar though insignificant errors and 
mispronunciation of unfamiliar words are possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade E 

Student can 
• understand the main idea, specific and detailed information, arguments 

though not necessarily in detail, the author’s opinion, deduce meaning from 
the context in texts on familiar and curricular topics; 

• read and understand some functional texts (simple instructions, menus, 
timetables, leaflets, receipts, travel tickets, checks, schedules, etc.) and find 
the information needed; 

• understand the main points in clear standard speech and recognize arguments
on curricular and general topics; 

• understand some parts of specific information, including details in an 
argument on curricular and unfamiliar topics, provided speech is clearly 
articulated in a generally familiar accent; 

• draw conclusions and deduce meaning from the context on general / specific 
and curricular topics; 

• recognize the speaker’s opinion and feelings in clear standard speech 
and narratives on general and curricular topics; 

• write independently and/or with minimal support about factual and imaginary 
past and future events, activities and experiences on familiar and 
curricular topics with major mistakes; 

• use simple structures and write with low grammatical accuracy on specific and
curricular topics; 

• spell some high-frequency vocabulary, punctuate written work at text level 
on specific and curricular topics with low accuracy. 
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8. Sample Papers 
 

This section presents sample papers on each skill assessed. The papers are 
supported by mark schemes. 
 
8.1 Paper 1. Listening  

You will hear five people talking about birthday celebration in different cultures. 
 
Match each of Speakers 1 to 5 to opinions A to F. Write the letter in the 

place given. Use each letter only once. 

There is one extra opinion, which you do not need to use. 
 

Questions 1-5 
 

A Birthdays take place on a certain day with another special 
occasion at the same time. 

 
Speaker 1    [1] 

B A meal symbolizing prosperity is served to the birthday child 
only. 

 
Speaker 2    [1] 

C The amount of food eaten on birthday is believed to have a 
huge impact on person’s life. 

 
Speaker 3     [1]

D The permission to feel free is demonstrated with an object 
presented on a special birthday. 

 

Speaker 4    [1] 

E A birthday dish prepared in this country does not symbolize 
anything certain. 

 
Speaker 5     [1]

F Not all birthdays are celebrated in a special way but only 
selected ones. 

 

 
 

[Total 5] 
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Task 2 
 

You will hear the story about the first dog in space and will answer the questions. 
 

Listen to the talk and complete the gaps in the table below. Write ONE word in each gap. 
 

Questions 6-10 
 

The first dog in space 

Sputnik 2 was the second (6)  satellite. [1] 

There was a living (7)  on board. [1] 

The story of Laika is surrounded by lots of (8)   [1] 

In 2002 a (9)  disclosed the facts of the flight. [1] 

The (10)  of Sputnik worked several days in orbit. [1] 
 

 
Questions 11-15 
For each question choose the correct answer A, B or C and circle it. 

 
11 According to news, Laika stayed alive for in orbit. 
 

A 7 days B 4 days C 5 days 
[1] 

 
12 The conditions in the spaceship were for the dog’s life. 
 

A not appropriate B specially designed C set for human not 
[1] 

 
13 During the first few hours, the indicators showed that Laika felt    
 

A fine B hot C cold
[1] 

 
14 The reason of lack of information about Laika’s stay in orbit is    
 

A the problem with the 
engine 

B the tracking station on 
the Earth 

C the height the rocket 
reached 

[1] 
 
15 At the end of its journey, Sputnik 2    
 

A did not land on the 
Earth 

B still remained in orbit C returned back safely 

[1] 
 

[Total: 10] 
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Task 3 
 

Listen to the interview with Aliya, a marathon runner, about the upcoming marathon. 
 

Questions 16-20 
 

Read the sentences and put a tick  T (True) or F (False) in the right column. 
 
 T F 

16 Aliya participates in marathons held in the city regularly. [1] 
 T F 

17 Her acquaintances spend their free time preparing to a race. [1] 
 T F 

18 “The Courage to be the First” was Aliya’s third marathon. [1] 
 T F 

19 Aliya admits that her family’s help is irreplaceable. [1] 
 T F 

20 Her husband is into sports too: he goes swimming and karate. [1] 
 
 
Questions 21-25 

 
Complete the sentences below. Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS OR A NUMBER in each 

gap. 

21 Almaty Marathon has become a  of the whole country. [1]

22 Teenagers not younger than  may take part in the race. [1]

23 First finishers get medals,  and prizes from sponsors.  [1]

24 In 2014, the funds raised were spent to purchase  [1]

25 Almaty Marathon contributes to the development of sports  [1]
 

  [Total: 10] 
 

[Total: 25] 
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Listening Paper Mark scheme 
 

Each question correctly answered scores 1 mark. Correct spelling is compulsory in all 
the answers. 

Task ## Question ## Answer Mark 

 1 C 1 
 2 D 1 
 3 E 1 
 4 A 1 
 5 F 1 
 6 artificial 1 
 7 creature 1 
 8 myths 1 
 9 report/document 1 
 10 batteries 1 
 11 B 1 
 12 B 1 
 13 A 1 
 14 C 1 
 15 A 1 
 16 True 1 
 17 True 1 
 18 False 1 
 19 True 1 
 20 False 1 
 21 landmark 1 
 22 ten / 10/ age 10 1 
 23 certificates 1 
 24 ambulance transport 1 
 25 tourism 1 

 
Transcript to Listening Paper 

 
You will hear three recordings and you will have to answer different types of questions on 
what you hear. There will be time for you to read the instructions and questions and you will 
have a chance to check your work. You will hear the recordings twice. 

 

LISTENING TASK 1 
 

First, you have some time to look at Questions 1 to 5. Pause (1 minute) 

Now listen carefully and answer Questions 1 to 5. Speaker 1 

On birthdays in China, instead of eating a cake or another type of sweet, the Chinese people 
prefer to have so called ‘long life’ noodles, which are supposed to promote a long and bright 
life. A plate of long noodles symbolizes longevity of life. Just how long depends on how 
much noodle they can eat without biting. The more noodle the person gets, the longer life 
he will have. 

Pause – 2 seconds Speaker 2 

One unusual birthday tradition, for example, ‘bumping’ the birthday child, happens in 
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Ireland. An adult turns the child upside down and very gently bumps his head on the floor. 
The number of bumps equals the age of the child. For those who come of age 21 in Ireland, 
the ‘key of the house’ is given. This shows that the person is an adult who can come and go 
as he wishes. 

Pause – 2 seconds 
 

Speaker 3 
 

Many Australian birthday parties are barbeques as the weather most of the time is typically 
warm. It allows to take the festivities outdoors with plenty of space to celebrate. Instead of 
birthday cake children usually eat a dish called Fairy Bread. This is a popular snack and it 
is buttered bread with tiny colored sugar balls which are called ‘sprinkles’. 

Pause – 2 seconds Speaker 4 

In Vietnam there’s only one birthday, and everybody celebrates it on the same day. It 
happens on Vietnamese New Year which symbolizes the coming of spring, but it’s also the 
day when everyone puts on birthday hats and blows out the candles on a collective cake. 
The idea of the tradition is that the actual day of birth is not to be acknowledged. Rather, 
people become older every New Year. 

Pause – 2 seconds Speaker 5 

Turns out that there are certain birthdays that are better than others in Holland. There are 
some special years in Holland called Crown Years. Crown Years happen at age 5, 10, 15, 
20 and 21. On this day, a child receives a big gift and is treated with lemonade and hot 
chocolate. The family decorates the birthday child’s chair at the dining room table with 
seasonal flowers. 

Pause – 5 seconds 
 

That is the end of Listening Task 1. Listen to the recording for the second time. There will 
be no pauses this time. 

 
Pause – 5 seconds 

 
That is the end of Listening Task 1. Now you have one minute to check your answers. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 
 

Now turn to Task 2. 
 

LISTENING TASK 2 
 

You will hear the story about the first dog in space and will answer the questions. First you 
have some time to look at Questions 6 to 10. 

Pause - 1 minute 
 

Now listen carefully and answer Questions 6 to 10. 
(man’s voice) Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. We are going to talk about the story 
of the first dog in space which came out a little at a time, over decades. However, we still 
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may not know the full story. 

Before we start, let me remind you some details from the history of space exploration. More 
than sixty years ago, on November 3, 1957, the USSR launched the second artificial satellite 
of Earth, commonly known today as Sputnik 2. It happened one month after the sensational 
launch of Sputnik 
1. However, this time it was a special event because the satellite had a living creature inside. 

 
In the decades since, the history of the dog Laika has been retold countless times in books, 
articles and popular documentaries. But due to the Soviet secrecy, the difficulties of the 
spaceflight, and stories widely spread on the Internet both true and untrue, there are still a 
number of myths associated with this dog. The story has remained unclear for many years. 
Only 45 years later after the flight, in 2002 an official report revealed the details of it. 
According to this document, the thermal control system on Sputnik 2 might have caused 
overheating of the cabin where Laika was after just a few hours in orbit. Although some 
veterans of the launch still claim that Sputnik’s batteries were built to last between five and 
seven days. 

 

Before you hear the rest of the conversation you have some time to look at Questions 11 
to 15. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 
 

Now listen carefully and answer Questions 11 to 15. 
 

Perhaps the most debated and misunderstood aspect of the story is Laika’s fate after her 
launch into orbit. Initial reports in the Western press, based on Soviet announcements, 
suggested that Laika remained alive in space as late as November 7, or four days after 
launch. Some early stories even claimed that it would parachute back to the Earth. However, 
on November 8 the daily Soviet press stopped mentioning the dog. For many years after, 
unclear reports in the official Soviet press left the world under the impression that Laika had 
survived in orbit for as long as a week, during which time the ship’s batteries kept her life-
support system running. 

In 2011 the Russian government added more details to the story when it published a 
previously top- secret letter signed by top industry officials. According to this letter, at the 
beginning of the flight the condition of the dog was satisfactory. During the first three orbits, 
i.e. approximately four and a half hours, the breath and heartbeat were normal. During the 
third orbit, the movements of the animal were recorded. During that orbit a considerable 
increase in temperature was registered. Throughout the flight the dog’s condition was under 
control. This document can probably be considered a final verdict on the destiny of Laika, 
unless more detailed information appears in the future. Unfortunately, new details might not 
be coming, because the project’s veterans long ago admitted that they themselves received 
very limited data from the satellite. As it turns out, the engine of the rocket carrying Sputnik 
2 lasted longer than it was expected. As a result, it reached higher orbits than it was planned 
by the experts. That shortened the timing of data transmissions to Soviet tracking stations, 
so that Soviet scientists received only pieces of disconnected information about Laika’s 
condition. The batteries on Sputnik 2 completely ran out after six days in orbit, and 
the satellite stopped transmitting data on November 10. With all its systems went down, 
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the spacecraft continued circling the Earth until April 14, 1958, when it reentered the 
atmosphere and burned up. 

 

Pause – 5 seconds 
 

That is the end of Listening Task 2. Listen to the recording for the second time. There will 
be no pauses this time. 

 

Pause – 5 seconds 
 

That is the end of Listening Task 2. Now you have one minute to check your answers. 
 

Pause – 1 minute 
 

Now turn to Task 3. 
 

LISTENING TASK 3 
 

Listen to an interview of Aliya, a marathon runner, about the upcoming marathon in our 

city. First you have some time to look at Questions 16-20. 

Pause – 1 minute 
 

Now listen carefully and answer Questions 16-20. 
 

Interviewer: Today we are talking to a woman who takes part in the city marathons organized 
four times a year. In the studio with us – Aliya, a mother of two children, an accountant, a 
marathon runner and a sport lover. 

Hello, Aliya. I know that you are a constant participant of all city marathons. When did you 
take part in a marathon first time? How did all start? 

Aliya: - Well, I heard a lot about marathons held in our city. One of my friends took part in 
the first Almaty marathon organized on May 27, 2012. Almost all my friends and colleagues 
were getting involved in these marathons; they started spending all weekends and holidays 
on training and preparing to competitions. Some of them still go for running before and after 
work. 

Interviewer: - Wow! It’s no wonder that you got enthusiastic about it too. 
 

Aliya: - That’s right. Once my friend invited me to join their team in their weekend training in 
the countryside. They were training to participate in the fourth charity marathon, “The 
Courage to be the First’. It was held three years ago, here in Almaty. 

Interviewer: - Were there many participants? 
 

Aliya: - More than 15,000 from 40 countries. It was my first marathon, I ran 5 kilometers 
race. Since then I have taken part in five city marathons. 

Interviewer: - Aliya, could you tell us a bit more about yourself? 
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Aliya: - Well, I have worked as an accountant in an international company for about four 
years. I’m married, I have two children, a daughter and a son. 

Interviewer: - How do you manage to be a mother, make a career and do sports? 
 

Aliya: - I don’t know. Probably, it goes easy because my family supports me. My husband 
takes care of children’s school and kindergarten. He takes them to school and kindergarten 
in the morning, to different clubs during the day, and back home in the evening. 

Interviewer: - Does anybody else goes into sports in your family? 
 

Aliya: - My husband used to go swimming and karate. He won several tournaments, he’s so 
proud of it. And now, he wants to see our children doing sports. We are planning to sign 
them up to sports club. Hope they’ll enjoy it. 

Interviewer: - Great. 
 

Before you hear the rest of the conversation you have some time to look at Questions 21 
to 25. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 
 

Now listen carefully and answer Questions 21 to 25. 
 

Interviewer: - Aliya, could you tell me some more about the marathon? 
 

Aliya: - Well, Almaty Marathon is an annual international running competition, the most 
large-scale sporting event in Central Asia. The first edition of the race, in 2012, had 2500 
total participants. During the last several years, the event has become a landmark not only 
of Almaty, but of Kazakhstan as well. It has become an annual holiday promoting an active 
lifestyle, health and charity. 

Interviewer: - Can anyone participate in the race? What are the distances the participants 
run? 

 
Aliya: - Actually, there are no age restrictions for the participants. Healthy lifestyle 
enthusiasts of any age or gender or physical shape can participate, only children older than 
10 are allowed. There are several race distances to choose from; children aged 10-14 may 
take part in 3 km race, while adults can do 10 km, half marathon i.e. 21.1 km, marathon 
which is 42.2 km or 10 km Nordic walking. 

Interviewer: - Who should one approach to in order to sign up to the race? 
 

Aliya: - All potential runners have to do is read about the terms of the marathon, register 
online and pay a 1000 tenge flat fee. All participants receive memorable finisher medals 
and the winners receive medals, certificates of merit and gifts from partners. 

Interviewer: - You’ve mentioned that the marathon is a charity event. Could you tell more 
about this? 

 

Aliya: - Yes, the marathon has become one of the most anticipated annual sports and charity 
events. A primary goal of the marathon is to raise funds for charities in Kazakhstan. In 2012 
and 2013, over 
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2.7 million tenge in total were raised and sent to support a program for rehabilitation and 
the construction of therapeutic swimming center. In 2014, money from the marathon went 
to buy ambulance transport for Research Center in Almaty. 

Interviewer: - Why does this marathon have such significance in the society? Even the 
authorities are taking part in city races. 

Aliya: - Every year the marathon brings together more and more participants. The most 
important thing is that Almaty citizens are attached to a healthy lifestyle. In addition to 
popularizing a healthy lifestyle and running, the marathon also encourages social 
responsibility and gives participants a chance to contribute to good causes. Moreover, it has 
a significant impact on city’s sports tourism. I am thankful to the organizers for this important 
city event, positive emotions and especially, for the opportunity to help children with special 
needs. 

Interviewer: - Thank you for an exciting talk. Aliya: - Thank you! 

Pause – 5 seconds 
 

That is the end of Listening Task 3. Listen to the recording for the second time. There will 
be no pauses this time. 

 

Pause – 5 seconds 
 

That is the end of Listening Task 3. Now you have one minute to check your answers. 
 

Pause – 1 minute 
 

This is the end of the Listening Test. You may check your work. 
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8.2 Paper 2. Part A: Reading 
 

There is a flyer and two passages for you to read and do the tasks. 
 
Reading passage 1 
 
Read the Global Fitness Center’s flyer and answer Questions 1-5 below. 

 

 
Questions 1-5 
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Answer the questions using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and\or a NUMBER. 

 
 

1 What is the Global Fitness Centre’s slogan? 

 [1]
 
 
2 What is starters’ discontent compensated by?  

 [1]
 
 
3 Who can pay the reduced price in the fitness centre?  

 [1]
 
 
4 Which fitness programme is suitable for the aged members? 

 [1]
 
 
5 What is accessible for the members with children? 

 [1]
 

[Total: 5] 
 
  



 

21 
 

Reading passage 2 
 
Read the text and choose the right headings A-E for paragraphs 6-9 from the list below. 
 
Use each heading only ONCE and write the corresponding letter in the space given. 
 
There is ONE heading that you do not need to use. 
 

A Observing Flood Effects  
 
B Youth’s Contribution  
 
C Unexpectedness of Waters 
 
D Dealing with Disasters 
 
E Exceptional Support  

 
6  

 
 

Man is often powerless in fighting with natural phenomena. These events often occur without 
warning, which sometimes mean major losses, endangered lives and ruined property. Natural 
floods are mostly triggered by abundant rainfall and melting snow. They are often deadly, 
damaging and devastating. They may harm people by bringing massive losses of life as well 
as damage houses and crops. Floods affect roads of national significance and wide areas of 
the country causing extensive destruction. People have spent years trying to predict weather 
patterns but it is still an inexact science. 
 
 
7  
 
The floods in the northern and central parts of Kazakhstan are a rare thing and usually there 
is an extensive amount of warning before they start. However, someone living in an area where 
natural disasters are likely to happen should be well aware of the fact, so the most important 
measures are to be taken. The major effect of the last floods generated a number of ordinary 
people’s initiatives to help the affected groups. Rescuers and operational safety teams from 
different areas arrived to help the regional services to battle the disaster. They tried to take all 
steps to tackle the effects of the floods and help the population. 

 
 

8  
 

In addition to the government response, citizens of the country expressed care and actively 
participated in overcoming the flooding results. Numerous volunteers from different regions of 
the country provided incredible support and swiftly reacted by helping the flood victims. People 
sent food, warm clothes, shoes and blankets to these regions. According to the people who 
suffered from the floods, total strangers assisted with provision, daily use items and 
transportation. Volunteers supported everybody and did their best to resolve the issues and 
minimize the damage done to public and private property. 
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9  
 

 
The elderly people involved the younger generation saying that they must learn in their earliest 
age to be compassionate and ready to help those around them. They encouraged them to help 
flood relief efforts by supporting the victims or raising money for charity. Youngsters took all 
measures and provided meals and dozens of shelters for residents needing a safe place. In 
cases they had extra items laying around, they donated them to the flood sufferers. The aged 
people in collaboration with the young planned a variety of interventions against flooding. The 
activities on raising awareness of the population to maintain control over natural disasters were 
reflected in mass media and social networks. These charitable events demonstrate that 
Kazakhstanis are people with huge hearts and good intentions.  

 
[Total: 4] 

 
 
Questions 10-15 
 
Read the following statements and decide whether you agree or not by writing 
 
YES, NO, NOT GIVEN in the space given. 
 

YES if the statement agrees with the author. 
 
NO if the statement does not agree with the author. 
 
NOT GIVEN if there is no information about this in the passage. 

   
10 Country highways often become damaged during floods.                                  ________ [1] 
 
 
11 The essential point for people is to listen to the weather forecast.                      ________ [1] 
 
 
12 Safety teams warned the citizens about the coming disaster.                            ________ [1] 
 
 
13 Unknown people helped with the delivery of food and goods.                            ________ [1] 
 
 
14 Young volunteers raised money by organizing charity concerts.                       _________ [1] 
 
 
15 Social media marketing was helpless in managing the situation.                      _________ [1] 

 
 [Total: 6] 
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Reading passage 3 
 
Read the text about several people telling about France. 
 
Answer the questions given below. 
 

SOME GLIMPSES OF FRANCE 
 
Travelling is always about the experience of living in other country and other culture. It is in many 
ways a cross-cultural case study. Travelling to France is special as it has always been a magnet 
for tourists from all over the world. This romantic country attracts people with its world-known 
sights as Versailles, Louvre, Notre Dame or the Seine River. But what is it really like to live in this 
wonderful country? Here are different people sharing their impressions. 

 
Assel, a 26-year-old lawyer: “The French have their unusual culture to relax. Evenings are 
devoted to a pleasant company of friends. City bars and restaurants are full and each has own 
unique lively atmosphere. On Thursday evenings, it is habitual to visit friends. At parties, one can 
talk for 3-4 hours on any topic, from politics to pop culture. I noticed that the French do not interrupt 
each other and instead of heated debates prefer to listen silently. In general, people are really 
quite chic. They dress very well and smart wearing nice silk scarves. Parisians like to be well 
presented and I get the impression that people tend to dress slightly more conservatively here. 
At the same time they can be very smart, very chic, very fashionable. I think being chic is a kind 
of a way of life that presents the grand, beautiful and formal elegance of Paris, reflected in its 
people. Obviously there are plenty of Parisians who do not dress formally, they wear jeans, T-
shirts and trainers, and still there is a sense that people are quite fashion-conscious, and, well, 
Paris is famous for this.” 

 
Boris, a student of Economics at French University: “I would say France is a country of cheese 
and sweets, good roads and high-speed trains. Like any other state, France is characterized by 
its people. Here it is important to agree for business and social meetings not to arrive late. I would 
like to highlight their serious attitude be it work or study. They are trained since childhood to work 
hard to succeed in future. The French people’s mentality directly influences their culture of 
consumption: they usually do not buy expensive phones, cars or houses to impress people. That 
is exactly what we should learn from the French. It is also interesting to observe the life of the city 
with its outdoor activities and flash mobs or the orchestra performing for the public of all ages. It 
is normal to see a grown man on the scooter and young people playing chess in the park. People 
are happy to participate in such events.” 

 
Corey, a US blogger and photographer: “Americans are fascinated with France, especially with 
Paris as the City of Light where it is inspiring to see artisans working with love and intent, where  
walking through Paris reminds of walking through a gallery of little masterpieces. They find 
Parisians cosmopolitan and quite culturally aware about other countries. Whereas older  
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generations see English as a linguistic hand weapon to destroy their culture, today’s younger 
Parisian wears competency in spoken English like a badge of honor. It means that social 
interactions are generally smoother than travellers expect. Paris is a city where an unexpected 
organ rehearsal inside a church can kick off any time, and where the sun can kiss the Seine at 
dusk and create an Impressionist composition in front of your eyes. In a word, it is Paris — and 
more than enough to keep the French version of the American dream alive and well.” 
 
Questions 16-21 
 

Match the people A, B and C with sentences 16 - 21. 
 
A Assel 
B Boris 
C Corey  
 
16 In France, open-air social events are often conducted for adults and for children.   _____ [1] 
 
17 Unlike the aged people French youth find it prestigious to communicate in English. _____ [1] 
 
18 There is a respectful conversation culture: the French never stop anyone talking.   _____ [1] 
 
19 Their strategy is simple — they focus on their studies, and it is really worth it.         _____ [1] 
 
20 Parisians look trendy even when they wear traditional casual clothes.                     _____ [1] 
 
21 Everything in Paris reminds you of French unique culture, arts and music.              _____ [1] 
 

 [Total: 6] 
 
Questions 22-25 
 
Complete the table using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage. 
 

France:  France: cultural issues 

The most charming about this country 

is its (22)  

  [1]

 

France is a home of delicious foods, well- 

developed infrastructure: except excellent 

routes there are (23)  

  

  [1]
 

 

Showing off is not common for the  

French – they purchase goods not to (24) 

 

  [1]

 
Parisian streets look like a (25)  

  
  [1]

   

 
[Total: 4] 

 
[Total:25] 
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Paper 2. Part A: Reading Mark scheme 
 

Each question correctly answered scores 1 mark. Correct spelling is 
compulsory in  all the answers. 

 
Task 
№ 

Answer Mark 

1 Enjoy Your Life! 1 

2 6-day refund / a 6-day refund 1 

3 annual members 1 

4 Group Ride / 60-minute cycling program/ 

cycling program 

1 

5 (free) childcare facilities / weekend 

programs / special (family) programs 

/programs for families 

1 

6 С 1 

7 D 1 

8 E 1 

9 B 1 

10 Yes  1 

11 NG 1 

12 NG 1 

13 Yes 1 

14 NG 1 

15 No  1 

16 B 1 

17 C 1 

18 A 1 

19 B 1 

20 A 1 

21 C 1 

22 (world-known) sights 1 

23 high-speed trains 1 

24 impress people 1 

25 gallery of masterpieces / gallery 1 

 TOTAL 25 
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8.3 Paper 2. Part B: Writing   
 
Choose ONE of the three suggested introductions and write a short story in no more than 180-
220 
words. The story must BEGIN with one of the given sentences. 
 

1) One day when I was writing my Design Project I suddenly heard some strange sound 

from my younger brother Nick’s room and I quickly ran there ... 

2) Due to knowing several languages Arman was selected as a volunteer at a world 

exhibition having no idea of the adventures waited ahead ... 

3) Once Tom and his sister Jane found an old book of myths and legends, which their 

grandfather used to read, they remembered the most favourite ... 
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[Total: 30] 
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Writing Mark scheme 
 
Writing will be assessed according to the following five criteria: Content, Communication, 
Organisation, Lexical Resource and Grammatical Range. The maximum for each criterion is 6 
marks. The total maximum for the Writing Paper is 30 marks. 
 

M
ar

k 
    

   
C

rit
er

ia
 

Content Communi- 
cation 

Organization Lexical 
Resource 

Grammatical Range 

6 All content 
is relevant to 
the task and it 
contains full 
information 
for a target 
reader. 

The register 
or 
style of 
writing is 
appropriate 
to a 
particular 
kind of 
writing. 

Text is well- 
organised, 
coherent, a 
variety of 
cohesive 
devices and 
organizational 
patterns are 
flexibly used. 
Some 
exceeding of the 
word number 
(180- 
230 words) in 
the essay is 
possible. 

A wide range of 
vocabulary, 
including less 
common lexis is 
used effectively 
and precisely in all 
cases. Spelling 
mistakes 
(1-2) are possible. 

A wide range of 
simple and complex 
gramma- tical forms 
are used with full 
control, flexibility and 
deep understanding 
(appro- priate word 
order, Conditionals, 
Passive structures, 
Present, Past, Perfect 
and Future tenses, 
Modals, cleft 
sentences, 
Gerund, Participle 
and Infinitive, 
Complex objects). 
Errors (1-2) if present 
can be related to 
common words and 
structures or slips. 

5 All content is 
generally 
relevant to 
the task and it 
contains 
nearly  full 
information 
for target 
reader. 

The register 
or style of 
writing is 
generally 
appropriate 
to a 
particular 
kind of 
writing. 

Text is well- 
organised, 
though with little 
inconsistences, 
it is coherent; 
enough 
cohesive 
devices are 
used with good 
organizational 
patterns. 
Possible 
number of 
words is 170- 
250. 

A good range of 
vocabulary, 
including less 
common lexis, 
used mostly 
precisely and 
appropriately. 
Spelling mistakes 
(3-4) are possible. 

A good range of 
simple and complex 
grammatical forms 
are used with full 
control (appropriate 
word order, 
Conditionals, Passive 
struc-tures, Present, 
Past, Perfect and 
Future tenses, 
Modals, cleft senten- 
ces, Gerund, 
Participle and 
Infinitive, Com-plex 
objects). Errors (3-4) 
if present can be 
related to common 
words and structures 
or slips. 

4 Not all the 
content is 
relevant to 
the task; it 
can contain 
some irrele- 
vant infor- 
mation for a 
target reader 

The register 
or style of 
writing is a 
bit inap- 
propriate to a 
parti-cular 
kind of 
writing. 

Text is organi- 
sed, coherent, 
cohesive 
devices and 
organizational 
patterns are in 
rare cases 
incorrectly used 
(160-300 words) 

Nearly a good 
range of voca- 
bulary, inclu- ding 
common lexis, is 
almost used 
effecti- vely and 
pre- cisely. 5-6 
spelling mistakes 
are possible. 

Nearly a good range 
of simple and 
complex grammatical 
forms (from the list 
above) are used with 
partial control. There 
can be 5-6 errors. 
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3 Half of the 
content can 
be relevant to 
the task and 
it 
partially 
contains 
information 
for the 
target 
reader. 

The register 
or style of 
writing is 
partially 
inappropriat 
e to a 
particular 
kind of 
writing. 

Text is, on the 
whole, 
organized 
though with 
inconsistences, 
partially 
coherent, some 
basic cohesive 
devices and 
organizational 
patterns used 
(150-400 
words). 

An average range 
of vocabulary, 
including 
common lexis, is 
used in some 
cases ineffectively 
and not 
always 
precisely. 
Spelling 
mistakes 
(7-8) are possible. 

An average range of 
simple and complex 
grammatical forms with 
less control, flexibility 
and understanding. 
Errors if present can be 
related to common 
words and structures or 
slips. 

2 Most of the 
content is 
irrelevant to 
the task and it 
gives very 
little 
information 
for a target 
reader. 

The register 
or style of 
writing is 
mostly 
inappropriat 
e to a 
particular 
kind of 
writing. 

Text is not 
well-organised, 
incoherent, a 
cohesive 
devices and 
organizational 
patterns are 
used mostly 
incorrectly. 
(100-500 
words). 

Some range of 
vocabulary, 
including 
common lexis is 
used mostly 
ineffectively and 
in a very few 
cases precisely. 
Spelling 
mistakes 
(7-8) are 
available. 

Only several simple 
and complex 
grammatical forms are 
used with some 
control, flexibility and 
deep understanding. 
There can be 9-10 
errors. 

1 All content is 
irrelevant to 
the task and 
it does not 
contain any 
information 
for target 
eader. 

The register 
or style of 
writing is 
inappropriate 
to a particular 
kind of writing. 

Text is poorly 
organised, not 
coherent with 
one-two 
cohesive 
devices;с 
organizational 
patterns are 
used incorrect-
ly (50 words or 
more). 

Poor vocabulary, 
including 
common lexis is 
effectively and 
precisely. Too 
many spelling 
mistakes. 

Poor range of simple 
and complex 
grammatical forms 
with no control, 
flexibility and deep 
understanding. There 
can be too many 
errors related to 
common words and 
structures. 

0 There is no 
attempt to 
write or the 
content is 
absolutely 
irrelevant. 

The regis- ter 
or style of 
writing is 
absolu-tely 
inapp- 
ropriate to 
particu-lar 
kind of writing. 

Text is not 
organised, 
incoherent, no 
cohesive 
devices and 
organizational 
patterns are not 
traced. 

Very poor 
vocabulary, 
including 
common lexis is 
used totally 
ineffectively and 
precisely. 

Even very simple and 
common grammatical 
forms are used totally 
without control, 
flexibility and deep 
understanding. There 
are too many errors. 



 

 
 

 


